Connections

Reaching out neighbor to neighbor

The PRC helps those in need
in DuPage County become vic-
tors of circumstances. We
depend on compassionate vol-
unteers and donors to provide
food, clothing, rent assistance,
literacy programs, computer
training and access, job search
guidance, art studio classes
and ongoing encouragement.
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Welcome Kim Perez, Executive Director

The People’s Resource Center (PRC) welcomes its new
Executive Director, Kim Perez, to our staff. Kim started at the
PRC on June 28t and brings extensive executive experience,
enormous energy and a deep passion for the mission and fami-
lies served by PRC. She has tremendous background in work-
ing with children and families, as well as involvement and col-
laboration with community partners.

continued on page 3

PRC in Westmont Expands Hours

Over 550 families a month visit the People’s Resource Center’s
(PRC) Southeast food pantry. This is an increase of almost 300 fam-
ilies from when we opened the full-service site in Westmont in
2008. In order to meet this increased need, the PRC Board of
Directors approved an expansion of hours. Since July 10, 2010,
PRC Southeast, at 649 Blackhawk Drive in Westmont, has expand-
ed its food pantry to include Saturday mornings from 8:30am —
11:15am.

continued on page 3

Clare’s Virtual 100 Pound Party

In early June, PRC began receiving
donations with notes saying, “This is on
behalf of Clare’s Virtual 100 Pound

' f% Party.” This piqued our interest. Who is
L Clare? Why was she doing this? And

~ what’s a virtual 100 pound party?

continued on page 3
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Dear Friends of PRC,

It is with great pleasure that | write to you as the new Executive Director of the
People’s Resource Center. | am delighted to have been selected by the PRC Board of
Directors to succeed Mary Ellen Durbin and am grateful for her outstanding leader-
ship, dedication and compassion that have benefited so many.

For the past thirteen years, | have worked on behalf of children and families to ensure safety, high-quality early
childhood education, parental support and skill-building, and empowerment. My work has also focused on
strengthening our societal systems to make certain that they respect the unique cultures and languages that make
up our communities. Influenced by my social work education, | firmly believe that whether in families or com-
munities, when the conditions of the individuals who make up such groups are improved, the functioning of the
whole improves as well. | see such a remarkable affinity between this perspective that has driven my career and
the powerful work of the People’s Resource Center.

As | have shared with some of you already, since the moment | accepted the position, my experience with the
PRC has been entirely welcoming. | have been greeted with congratulatory notes and hugs, | have enjoyed
wonderful meals and conversations, and | have had the privilege of hearing stories of the impact of the PRC that
leave me longing to hear more. | could not be more grateful for this warm welcome.

In my first days and weeks here at the PRC, | have observed firsthand the power of this organization. | am
deeply inspired by the thousands of people that come together here to meet each other’s needs, share their
resources and build a stronger community. In the last year, nearly 32,000 individuals were served by the
People’s Resource Center! The needs in our community continue to grow as seen in the fact that each month
1,000 more families are visiting PRC than was the case just two years ago.

Together, as we begin this new phase of great work, | encourage your continued participation, ideas, and sup-
port. | hope that you’ll call, email or stop by when you are here volunteering to introduce yourself and share
one of your own stories about PRC!

With sincere appreciation,

a
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Kim Perez continued from page 1

She had been the Vice President of Child and Family Services for Lifelink Corporation, a large human service organiza-
tion, headquartered in Bensenville. Kim earned her Bachelor of Science in Psychology from the University of lowa and
her Master’s Degree in Social Work from Loyola University of Chicago. She is married to Fabian Perez. They currently

live in Chicago with their son Alex.

Welcome, Kim! We’re so glad to have you here!

PRC Southeast continued from page 1

It currently provides services to residents from 11 DuPage County suburbs, including Burr Ridge, Clarendon Hills,
Darien, Downers Grove, Hinsdale, Lisle, Oak Brook, Oak Brook Terrace, Westmont, Willowbrook and Woodridge. PRC
Southeast’s food pantry continues to be open on Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings.

Besides providing food, PRC Southeast is also open at other times so low-income families can experience PRC services,
including free clothes, emergency assistance, computer training, literacy and ESL classes, job search assistance and art

classes.

To help support the increasing needs in our community, especially at our site in Westmont, go to www.peoplesrc.org.

Clare continued from page 1

Here’s what happened in her own words:

“I recently lost 100 pounds and was trying to think of a
way to celebrate. | didn’t want a party — all that eating
defeats the purpose. But | was a client of the PRC last
October and November and knew there was need in this
area.

“l knew a lot of people, so | decided to get 100 pounds of
food donated, either with monetary or food donations. If
people were out of state, | told them to donate to a local
food pantry in their area and the response has been over-
whelming. The party has reached five states and Brazil. In
fact, a friend who is a missionary donated 25 pounds to
her church pantry in Sao Paola.

“The party is running from June 2 to July 2, 2010, and
halfway through June we’ve raised over 250 pounds of
food for the PRC, between monetary and in-kind food
pantry donations. It’s been really fun and others have got-
ten excited about it too.”

So has the PRC. We thank Clare and her friends for their
generosity and urge others to think up creative ways to
help their neighbors in need and celebrate healthy living.

Congratulations to Clare on her weight loss and successful
food drive!

A Letter to Our Housing Department

Dear Tonya,

During these hard economic times, one never really knows what situation they may end up in. Due to job losses, |
found myself [needing your help]. | am thankful that you were not judgmental but ready and willing to be of assistance

to me and I’m sure many others.

We are all so happy to once again be in our own place and | plan to make every effort to maintain it. | do understand
that a lot of success is determined by one’s own individual efforts, but | just wanted to say “Thank You” to you and

your staff for being very kind and assisting me.

Respectfully submitted, Elizabeth



Get Involved at the PRC

One Dime at a Time

During July, August and September, the People’s Resource Center (PRC) has been chosen to be the recipient of
Whole Foods Market “One Dime at a Time” program at their Wheaton Rice Lake Square location. This program
reduces the impact on the environment while supporting local non-profit groups.

“One Dime at a Time” works like this: Whole Foods Market in Wheaton gives 10 cents per bag to customers who
re-use their own shopping bags for their purchased groceries. Customers now have the choice to accept their
cash refund, or donate the cash back to the store’s chosen non-profit organization, which this summer is the PRC.

With food donations down in the summer, the help from Whole Foods Market is especially welcome. “During the
summertime we realize it is harder for families in need, since the resources they get from school are unavailable,”
explains Carrie McKenzie Bush of Whole Foods. “The need [for food] is still there in the summer and it is
important for us at Whole Foods to help as best we can.”

The PRC wishes to thank Whole Foods Market for helping to fight hunger in DuPage County.

Donate Your Produce!

We can always use produce, especially in the summer, when schools are closed, children are home and the need
for food goes up.

Share your bounty with your neighbors in need by donating to the PRC food pantry! We accept donations from
8am — 4pm Monday thru Friday and Saturdays from 9 - 11:30at our Wheaton location, 201 S. Naperville Rd. .
Donate at our Westmont location, 649 Blackhawk Drive, Wednesdays 8:30 — 11:15am; Thursdays 5:30 -7:30 pm
and Saturdays 8:30 - 11:00 am. PRC thanks you!

“One Book, One People” A Lasting Legacy

The PRC Book Group meets from 12-1:30pm on - .
the second Wednesday of each month in the Lillian M. Banahan was a consistent donor for many

Megan Bradshaw Learning Center at PRC years, choosing to support her neighbors in need by sup-
Wheaton. Bring your lunch and enjoy lively conver- porting the PRC. Lillian passed away at the age of 91
sation and good company (whether you've read the | [and remembered the PRC in her will. Even in her final
book or not!) days, she chose to help others by contributing to the
The August 11th Book Club is reading Cutting for PRC. We remember and thank Lillian. Thanks to her
Stone by Abraham Verghese provision, she has left a lasting legacy. Will you do the
same?

Please remember People’s Resource Center in your estate planning
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Join Us, Donate, Help

Eat out August 18, 2010!

Thank you, Central DuPage Hospital for matching every dollar raised!

Thank you for supporting PRC by eating out at
these WHEATON restaurants that have DINE M AY
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Adelle’s — Fine American Fare
1060 College Avenue
630-784-8015
www.adelles.com
(Reservations Appreciated)

Arrowhead Restaurant & Bar
26W151 Butterfield Road
630-653-5800
www.wheatonparkdistrict.com

The Bank

121 W. Front Street
630-665-2265
www.thebankwheaton.com

Butterfield’s

351 Rice Lake Square
630-260-1353
www.butterfieldsrestaurant.com

The Cellar Bistro

132 N. Hale Street
630-653-6299
www.thecellarbistro.com
(Reservations Accepted)

County Seat Restaurant
1515 N. Main Street
630-665-3580

Egg Harbor Café

208 S. Hale Street
630-221-0206
www.eggharborcafe.com

Egg’lectic Café
145 N. Hale Street
(Downtown Wheaton)

630-690-9001
www.egglecticcafe.net

generously pledged 10% of their sales on
August 18th to PRC’s Food Pantry.

Egg’lectic Café

221 Town Square
(Danada)
630-260-9001
www.egglecticcafe.net

Front Street Cocina

112 N. Hale Street
630-668-2837
www.frontstreetcantina.com

Genghis Grill

106 N. Hale Street
630-665-3600
www.genghisgrill.com

Gino’s East

315 W. Front Street
630-588-1010
WWW.ginoseast.com

Houlihan’s

321 Rice Lake Square
630-690-5550
www.houlihans.com

Il Sogno

100 N. Hale Street
630-682-5900
www.barrellaristorante.com

vy

120 N. Hale Street
630-665-2489
www.ivyofwheaton.com

Muldoon’s
133 W. Front Street
630-668-8866

www.muldoonswheaton.com

L G
UNGER

Pad-Thai, Etc.
563 W. Liberty Drive

630-653-5337
(Open daily 11am — 9pm)

Red Robin Gourmet Burgers
51 Town Square
630-784-9055
www.redrobin.com

Seven Dwarfs
917 E. Roosevelt Road
630-653-7888

Shane’s Deli

201 W. Wesley Street
630-690-1423
www.shanesdeli.com

Suzette’s Creperie

211 W. Front Street
630-462-0898
Www.suzettescreperie.com

Tate’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream
109 E. Front Street
630-668-4434
www.tatesicecream.com

Many thanks to the Carol
Stream, West Chicago and
Winfield restaurants that partici-
pated in our June Dine Away
Hunger day. Over $3,500 was
raised (and matched by CDH)!



Farewell And Thank You

Six years ago, Rich and Lisa Muegge recognized an
opportunity to create a learning com-
munity within their church, St.
Isidore’s in Bloomingdale. They part-
nered with People’s Resource Center’s
(PRC) Literacy Program to establish
the St. Isidore Side By Side Tutoring
program. Over the years, the program has
had 95 tutors and 175 adult students.

et
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. .. From Left: Lisa Muegge, PRC'’s . g
With determination, courage and sen-  pam Knight and Maryanna Mil- Volunteer work wish them all the kindness

sitivity, they volunteered Side by Side ton, Rich Muegge

to create a program of kindness, mean-
ingful learning and prayer. Today, one look

in the full classrooms at St. Isidore’s illustrates their
stellar achievement.

. This May, the Muegges retired from their
b volunteer positions as coordinators of the
PRC/St. Isidore ESL tutoring program.
They have generously shared their love
of learning with the community. The
People’s Resource Center and all those
who have benefitted from the Muegge’s

and blessings that they have shared over
the years. Please join us in thanking them
for their kindness. We wish them well!

A Case Iin Point

With the help of a talented and generous volunteer,
the Computer Training program began teaching
Microsoft PowerPoint this summer at PRC
Southeast.

The course came as a gift from John McGleam, a
Westmont volunteer who was a professional trainer.
He said his students were asking for such a course.

“The reason for having the course is to equip clients
for the job market where knowledge of PowerPoint is
used to gauge the skill level of the applicant,” said
Dennis McCann, PRC Director of Computer
Training. “We are fortunate that John stepped up to
develop and teach the course, with help from Tony
Liu. The class was very successful.”

On the last day, students gave presentations they
developed in class. “One did a PowerPoint honoring
her recently deceased parent that was quite sophisti-
cated and moving,” said McCann.

Another PowerPoint class will be held at PRC
Southeast in the fall.

Check our website, www.peoplesrc.org, for more
information.

Persistence Pays Off

A long-time job mentor told us this story:

I have worked with one of our most dedicated clients for
18 months. Since coming to the PRC Job Search
Assistance program, Ken (not his real name) has learned
to follow Google maps and is comfortable talking to
new people. He has become my best networker.

Ken is turning 62 next month and has a long work histo-
ry. He applied to Titan Security over 16 months ago for
a basic security position. He called them weekly for
over 12 months and thanks to his persistence Titan
offered him a trial position. Ken began training, passed
with flying colors and was hired.

Good luck and congratulations, Ken!

Welcome

Colin James Doyle,
son of Volunteer
Coordinator Lisa
Doyle and husband
Tim. Colin was born

July 5th and ST
weighed 8 pounds, Congratulations to the Doyle
2 ounces. family!!




AROUND THE PRC

PRC Board Treasurer Bill Blum (left) and PRC Food

Service Director Melissa Travis accept a $10,000

grant from DuPage Community Foundation Trustee

Jack Mensching for the PRC food pantry. Some of the artwork displayed at our most
recent art show at DuPage Framing Center in
Wheaton.

Have you noticed how beautiful the PRC
Wheaton is landscaped? Thanks to Barb Darge,
Lenore Wilcox and Joanne Carr for helping our
gardens grow!

Anthony & Sarah Tarpeh are thrilled she
passed her citizenship test. Congratulations!

Ron and Mary Ellen Durbin greet one of hun-
dreds of visitors who came to wish her well at
her retirement party. In the background is the
Friendship Quilt, designed by staffer Valli
Schiller, which Mary Ellen received from her
friends at PRC. Best wishes Mary Ellen!
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Join us
Friday, September 17
4pm - 7pm

People’s Resource Center’s
35th Anniversary Open House

at PRC Headquarters
201 S. Naperville Road
Wheaton, IL
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